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This letter is in response to your enquiry about information on a research project that was conducted

;Y

by Fisheries and Oceans Canada to examine the potential benthic impacts of geoduck clam t’

aquaculture and harvest in British Columbia. In 2005, we seeded a small area (3 x 20 m) of

[ %¢e
¢ ‘QJ% intertidal land at the head(of Nanoose Bay (Vancouver Island) with 480 juvenile geoduck clams.
o (2

-(‘: These were seeded within 240 sections of PVC pipe with mesh covers, similar to the technology
7v }.used in Washington.One y later the clams were extracted by hand and the research plot was

,-i N\ completely disturbed down to a depth of appr0x1matcly 1 m with the use of high-pressure water jets

somewhat smaller scale (60 m”). Sediment samples were taken prior to outplanting the clams,
immmediately after outplant, at various time points after planting but before harvest, immediately
before harvest, immmediately after harvest, and at various time points after harvest. Additionally,

samples were taken within the area of harvest and at varying distances away from this plot (5, 10, ’]
25, 50 m) alo ‘three tr transects. Sediment samples were analysed for sediment grain size, p;roent i"_\
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organlcs, sulphlde concentration, oxidative reduction potential (ORP), total organic carbon, total | f X

nitrogen, and infauna. While the final results are not yet known, I can comment on what our M /

preliminary anlyses have shown.

Our data analysis shows no significant negative effects of planting or harvesting the clams on
sediment parameters such as sulphide concentration, ORP, total organic carbon, and total nitrogen.

Outplanting clams did not have a significant effect on sediment percent organics but harvesting did,
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